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received at first with universal clamour. Hugo was the
brightest jewel of the order; Hugo could not be parted with
for any prince on earth. He himself, entirely happy where
he was, anticipated nothing but trouble, but left his superiors
to decide for him. At length sense of duty prevailed. The 5
brethren felt that he was a shining light, of which the world
must not be deprived. The Bishop of Grenoble reminded
them that Christ had left heaven and come to earth for
sinners' souls, and that His example ought to be imitated. It
was arranged that Hugo was to go, and a few weeks later he IG
was at Witham.
He was welcomed there as an angel from  heaven.    He
found everything in  confusion,  the few   monks   living in
wattled huts in the forest, the village still in possession of its
old occupants, and bad blood and discontent on all hands. 15
The  first difficulty was to enter  upon the  lands  without
wrong to the people, and the history of a large eviction in the
twelfth century will not be without its instructiveness even at
the present day.    One thing Hugo was at once decided upon,
that the foundation would not flourish if it was built upon 20
injustice.    He repaired to Henry, and as a first step induced
him to offer the tenants (Grown serfs or villeins) either entire
enfranchisement or farms of equal value, or any other of the
royal manors, to be selected by themselves.   Some chose one,
some the other.    The next thing was compensation for im- 25
provements,  houses, farm-buildings,   and fences  erected by
the people at their own expense.    The Crown, if it resumed
possession, must pay for these or wrong  doings would  be
done.    " Unless your majesty satisfy these poor men to the
last obol,"  said Hugo  to Henry,   "we cannot  take pos-30
session."
The king consented, and the people, when the prior carried
back the news of the arrangement, were satisfied to go.
But this was not all.    Many of them were removing no
great distance, and could carry with them the materials of 3 5